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Philosophy 210 Introduction to Logic: Deduction  
MW 3:10-4:30 
 
Professor Armond Duwell 
Office: LA 154 
Phone: 406-243-6281 
email: armond.duwell@mso.umt.edu 
Office hours: Tues, 1-3 
 
Textbook: Language, Proof, and Logic by Barwise and Etchemendy 
 
DO NOT BUY A USED BOOK!!!! (For reasons specified below) 
 
Introduction: 
 
This course is an introduction to a formal language called First Order Logic (FOL).  For 
people new to logic, this course is more akin to a mathematics course or computer 
science course than most philosophy courses.  We will be doing a good deal of symbolic 
manipulation and proofs.  That said, we will also be studying how FOL, as an abstract 
formal language is related to the natural language English.  Juxtaposing the two highlight 
the interesting differences between the two, especially the context sensitivity and 
ambiguity of English in comparison to FOL.  What you take away from this course will 
partly be a matter of your own interests.  For mathematicians and computer scientists one 
will get a solid introduction to FOL that one can use as a basis for leaning the metatheory 
of FOL.  For those with a more traditional philosophical bent, you will learn to tell good 
argumentation from bad, and sharpen your ability to analyze argumentation, and be able 
to better formulate arguments yourself.   
 
About the book: 
 
This course is taught from a book that is closely tied to a software package.  One of the 
best features of this package is the ability for you to get feedback on homework using a 
system called Grade Grinder.  For many of the homeworks assigned, one may get their 
assignments graded online before they submit them to me.  The homeworks are assessed 
electronically, and you can get feedback on where you went wrong, if anywhere.  This 
allows you to learn a lot by yourself, and gives you a lot of control over your homework 
grades.   
 
Here's the big reason why you need a new book:  Each book has a registration ID which 
allows you to access Grade Grinder over the web, using software provided by the book.  
Without the ID, you will not be able to submit homework over the web, and that is how 
the majority of homework is graded.  PLEASE WRITE DOWN THE REGISTRATION 
ID IN MULTIPLE PLACES.  NOTHING CAN BE DONE IF YOU LOOSE IT. 
 
About homework: 
 
You will have weekly homework that must be submitted before midnight on Sunday if it 
is to be submitted electronically.  If you are to turn in something on paper, you must do 
so on Monday at the beginning of class.  You are encouraged to collaborate with other 
people on homework, but you may not write the assignment up together.  That means that 
you may not copy off of a single source for your assignments, nor may you copy and 
paste from one computer to another.  The Grade Grinder can detect such attempts to 
cheat, and will report that to me.   
 
When you submit an assignment make sure to choose "To Instructor".  If I don't receive a 
copy of the homework, I will consider it late, and it will not be accepted.  I allow you to 
drop three homeworks over the course of the semester, and this is meant to account for 
any reasons why homeworks could not be completed on time.  Homeworks cannot be 
turned in past the due date. 
 
I will be posting the assignments on the Web, either on blackboard, or on another 
website, as well as any changes in schedule. As soon as the "location" is definite, I will 
notify you. 
 
Grading and Exams: 
 
Your final grade will consist of 30% HW, 30% Midterm, 40% Final Exam. The midterm 
is scheduled for Monday 10/9, the final for Tuesday 12/12 1:10-3:10.  The midterm will 
cover chapters 1-8.  The final will be cumulative, with a weight on material from the 
second half of the course.  Make up exams will be given only in the case of extreme 
circumstances, i.e. severe illness, family death, etc.  Proof of extreme circumstances is 
required in order for me to schedule a make up exam.  For those of you that work, please 
make arrangements now so there will be no conflict of interest on exam dates.   
 
Special Needs: 
 
For any students with special needs, please let me know at the beginning of class.  For 
information regarding the UM disability resources department, see 
http://www.umt.edu/dss/ . 
 
Tentative Syllabus: 
 
Week 1:  
8/28, Introduction 
8/30, Chapter 1, Start Chapter 1 
 
Week 2:  
9/6, Chapter 2 
 
Week 3:  
9/11, Chapter 4 
9/13, Chapter 5 
 
Week 4:  
9/18, Chapter 6 
9/20, Chapter 6 
 
 
Week 5:  
9/25, Chapter 6 
9/27, Chapter 7 
 
Week 6:  
10/2, Chapter 8 
10/4, Chapter 8 
 
Week 7:  
10/9, MIDTERM 
10/11 Chapter 9 
 
Week 8:  
10/16, Chapter 9 
10/18, Chapter 9 
 
Week 9:  
10/23, Chapter 10 
10/25, Chapter 10 
 
Week 10:  
10/30, Chapter 11 
11/1, Chapter 11 
 
Week 11:  
11/6, Chapter 11 
11/8 , Chapter 12 
 
Week 12:  
11/13, Chapter 12 
11/15, Chapter 13 
 
Week 13:  
11/20, Chapter 13 
 
Week 14:  
11/27, Chapter 14 
11/29, Chapter 14 
 
Week 15:  
11/4, Chapter 14 
11/6, Review 
 
Week 16: 
12/12 TUESDAY 1:10-3:10, FINAL EXAM 
